
1 Jn. 5:6-12 

I. Believing God’s testimony about Jesus is the means to eternal life (6-11) 

A. God testifies about Jesus (6-9) 

1. Jesus is testified to by the Spirit, water, and blood (6-8) 

a Jesus was truly the divine Son of God, as testified by the water and blood (6a-c) 

1) This is the One coming by means of water and blood – Jesus Christ (6a) 

This verse is probably refuting the idea held by the false teachers (according to Irenaeus) 

that the Christ came upon the human Jesus at His baptism and abandoned Him before His 

crucifixion.  But John countered that Jesus was the Christ before His baptism and 

remained the Christ, the Son of God through His crucifixion and resurrection, and 

remains the Christ for all eternity.  This stresses that the one who suffered and died was 

actually the divine, incarnate, Son of God, Who could actually pay the infinite penalty for 

our sin. 

2) Not only water, but also by blood (6b-c) 

a) Neg: not by water only (6b) 

b) Pos: but by water and by blood (6c) 

b And the Spirit verifies and applies this testimony (6d-8) 

1) And the Spirit is the One testifying (6d) 

2) The Spirit is the valid witness, proving the others to be true (6e-8) 

a) Because the Spirit is the truth/True One (6e) 

b) Therefore, there are three corroborating witnesses (7-8) 

(1) The Spirit, the water, and the blood are all three testifying (7-8a) 

(a) Because there are three ones testifying (7) 

(b) The Spirit, the water, and the blood (8a) 

(2) And the three are resulting in one [unified witness] (8b) 

2. God’s testimony is true and valid, and is concerning His Son(9) 

a God’s testimony is greater than human testimony (9a-b) 

1) If we are receiving the testimony of people (9a) 

2) The testimony of God is greater (9b) 

b Reason: Because this is God’s testimony about His Son (9c-d) 

1) Because this is the testimony of God (9c) 

2) That He has testified concerning His Son (9d) 

B. God’s testimony should be believed, leading to eternal life (10-11) 

1. Believing God’s testimony about His Son brings eternal life (10) 

a Pos: Those who believe in Christ have internalized the testimony (10a-b) 

1) The one believing in the Son of God (10a) 

2) This one has the testimony within himself (10b) 

b Neg: Those who don’t believe have rejected God’s testimony (10c-f) 

1) The one who doesn’t believe makes God a liar (10c-d) 

a) The one who does not believe God (10c) 

b) This one has made Him a liar (10d) 



2) Reason: Because he has not believed God’s testimony about His Son (10e-f) 

a) Because he has not believed in the testimony (10e) 

b) Which God has testified concerning His Son (10f) 

2. The testimony is that God has given eternal life in His Son (11) 

a And this is the testimony (11a) 

b God has given eternal life in His Son (11b-c) 

1) That God has given to us eternal life (11b) 

2) And this life is in His Son (11c) 

II. Therefore, believing or not believing in the Son distinguishes having life or not (12) 

A. Pos: Whoever has the Son, has life (12a-b) 

1. The one having the Son (12a) 

2. This one is having the life (12b) 

B. Neg: Whoever does not have the Son of God, doesn’t have life (12c-d) 

1. The one not having the Son of God (12c) 

2. This one is not having the life (12d) 


